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Background
Background to services in scholarly communication

• Problems
◦ In 2002, the number of existing free e-journals had reached a critical level.

◦ Librarians experienced problems cataloguing the free resources due to lack of 
time

◦ Open access publishers had difficulty disseminating their published articles

• Ideas and Initiatives for problem-solving

◦ At the 1st Nordic Conference on Scholarly Communication in Lund/ Copenhagen, 
idea for creating a comprehensive directory of open access journals was 
discussed(2002).

◦ Budapest Open Access Initiative (BOAI) defined open access (2002)

◦ For the entire global research and scholarly education community a service 
focusing on true open access journals could be developed. 
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A history of DOAJ
• Foundation of DOAJ

◦ Lund University Libraries, Head Office, was given the responsibility of creating this 
service. 

◦ It was launched May 2003 with 300 journals

• Funding Model of DOAJ
◦ The Open Society Institute (OSI) and Scholarly Publishing and Academic 

Resources Coalition (SPARC) financially supported initial project work.

◦ Membership and sponsor funding model introduced 2006.

• Operation of DOAJ
◦ Since 2013 operated by Infrastructure Services for Open Access IS4OA

(www.is4oa.org) 

◦ A not-for-profit community interest company registered in the UK 

◦ Articles of association states that 
- activities should benefit research 

- cannot be sold to private companies! 
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How is DOAJ funded?
Funding 

•Supports (which entails no rights): 
◦ Universities (£ (GBP) 525/year), Library Consortia ( £ 3,000)

◦ Research Funders (case by case) 

◦ Smaller publishers (£ 300/year) 

•Sponsors
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How is it organised?
•Governance 

◦ Advisory Board – no influence, but providing advice and expertise – OA-advocates, 
publishers and library directors 

◦ Council - elected by the community to provide advice and expertise to the 
Advisory Board and assist them with their recommendations to the DOAJ Team

•Organization – DOAJ Team 
◦ Managing Director – Lars 

◦ Community Manager – Dominic 

◦ Editor-in-Chief – Tom 
▪ Managing Editors and Publication Specialists – Sonja, Rikard, Alejandra & Judith 

▪ Editor Groups (based on language areas) based on voluntary – non-paid work 

▪ (currently xx groups of Editors & Associate Editors 

• DOAJ Ambassadors
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Why is DOAJ important?
The importance of DOAJ to the various stakeholders 

•Researchers as authors 
◦ Identify good publishing channels for publishing in OA 

◦ Comply with OA-policies & mandates 

•Librarians/Libraries 
◦ Provide access to lots of OA-content easily 

◦ Enabling librarians to provide advice to researchers 

◦ Determine eligibility for APC- support from OA-publication funds

•Universities, Research Institutions, Research Funders, Governments 
◦ Determining compliance with OA-policies and mandates 

◦ Monitor OA-publication output 

◦ Determine eligibility for APC-support 

◦ Identifying quality OA-journals to count in Research Assessment Systems  
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Why is DOAJ important?
The importance of DOAJ to the various stakeholders (contd) 

•Publishers 
◦ Increased traffic, visibility & impact 

◦ Increased number of submissions 

◦ Certification & prestige 
▪ Inclusion in accreditation lists of research funders and governments 

◦ Eligibility for support from OA-publication funds 

•Service Providers (Aggregators, Databases and Search Engines) 
◦ Harvesting article metadata records for inclusion in services, databases, 

indexes etc. 
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Why your journals should be 
indexed in DOAJ
Reputation and prominence
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DOAJ is the most important community-driven, open access service in the 
world and has a reputation for advocating best practices and standards in 
open access. By indexing your journal in DOAJ, its reputation and prominence 
will be enhanced.

http://repository.jisc.ac.uk/6269/10/final-KE-Report-V5.1-20JAN2016.pdf


Why your journals should be 
indexed in DOAJ
Standards and best practice
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DOAJ's basic criteria for inclusion have become the accepted way of 
measuring an open access journal's adherence to standards in scholarly 
publishing. We can help you adopt a range of ethical and quality standards, 
making your journals more attractive publishing channels.
DOAJ is committed to combatting questionable publishers and questionable 
publishing practices, helping to protect researchers from becoming trapped 
by unethical journals.

https://doaj.org/apply/guide/


Why your journals should be 
indexed in DOAJ
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Warning signs of questionable journals

• Misleading journal title 

• Very wide scope 

• Display of fake Impact Factors

• False claims to be indexed in major services like PubMed or DOAJ 

• No publisher address or contact information 

• Send many spam emails to researchers 



Why your journals should be 
indexed in DOAJ
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Warning signs of questionable journals (con’t)

• Advertise very fast times from receipt to publication 

• Publish out-of-scope articles 

• Poor or non-existent editing of articles (many spelling mistakes) 

• Hide information on charges 

• No editorial board listed 



Why your journals should be 
indexed in DOAJ
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How to judge a local journal is questionable

• Mostly, no exact solution!

• Publishers and journals are not known in the field

• Rely on reputable journal index databases
◦ WoS, SCOPUS => limited number of titles, focused on English language 

journals, geographical bias

◦ PMC, DOAJ 

◦ And many other domain-specific indexing databases



Why your journals should be 
indexed in DOAJ
Funding and compliance
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Open access publication funds often require that authors who want funding 
must publish in journals that are included in DOAJ. Indexing in DOAJ makes 
your journals compliant with many initiatives and programmes around the 
world, for example Plan S in Europe or Capes/Qualis in Brazil.

https://www.coalition-s.org/


Why your journals should be 
indexed in DOAJ
Discoverability and visibility
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DOAJ metadata is free for anyone to collect and use, which means it is easily 
incorporated into search engines and discovery services. It is then propagated 
across the internet.
If you provide us with article metadata for your journal, this will be supplied 
to all the major aggregators and the many research organisations and 
university library portals who use our widgets, RSS feeds, API and other 
services.
Indexing your journal in DOAJ is likely to increase traffic to your website and 
give greater exposure to your published content. Levels of traffic to a journal 
website typically increase threefold after inclusion in DOAJ. Your journal's 
visibility in search engines, such as Google, will improve.



Why your journals should be 
indexed in DOAJ
International coverage
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Our database includes more open access journals from a diverse list of 
countries than any of the other major indexing services. We have a global 
editorial team via a network of Managing Editors, Ambassadors and 
volunteers, so we will do our best to offer local support in your language. We 
promise you that information about your journal will be seen around the 
world.



Why DOAJ for Korean journals
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Korean local journals have achieved qualitative growth

• Korean local journals achieved qualitative growth

• Funders(NRF), public organisations support Korean academic society 
and recommend them to operate their journals  Open Access

• Consider number of gold/diamond open access journals in S. Korea

Korean local journals have not been known globally

• Due to language barrier

• Due to lack of involvement in global initiative, registration to index 
services

◦ Only 147 journals are indexed in DOAJ
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Application
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Journal Application Form

• Application form includes 6 sections
◦ Open Access compliance

◦ About

◦ Copyright & licensing

◦ Editorial

◦ Business model

◦ Best practice



Application
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Form Structure

Section

Description

Question & 
Answer

URL for the 
statement

Note
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Editorial
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Business model



Application
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Best Practice

The best practices in this section adhere to publishing standards based 
around findability, preserving the content and ethical publishing 
practices. We encourage journals to adopt these best practices but they 
are not mandatory for DOAJ indexing.



Application
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Best Practice



Application 
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Countries in Southeast Asia group
◦ Australia

◦ China

◦ Indonesia

◦ Japan

◦ Republic of Korea

◦ Malaysia

◦ Philippines

◦ Singapore

◦ Thailand

◦ Viet Nam



Applications not Accepted 
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Reasons not accepted
◦ Non-compliance with Open Access 

◦ DOAJ accepts only fully Open Access journals

For this reason DOAJ only 
accepts journals that operate a 
form of Libre Open Access.

Finally, although we recommend 
strongly that copyright of published 
articles is retained by the authors, 
we will accept journals where 
copyright is transferred fully or in 
part to the publisher, as long as 
articles are licensed using an open 
license.



Applications not Accepted 
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Reasons not accepted
◦ Inconsistency

◦ Information written in the application should not be different from the journal website given 

◦ Editors cross-check both data to ensure that there is no inconsistency and misinformation

◦ Editors may check the article full-text (pdf file) to review the consistency of the application

◦ If the inconsistency or misinformation is not critical, the editor may request the applicant to 
modify and supplement the application and withhold the decision 

◦ No response for revision
◦ If the applicant makes no response after the receipt of the request by the editor, then the 

application is rejected.

◦ A rejected application should be remedied according to the editor’s comment and then 
submitted to DOAJ at least 6 months after the previous decision. 
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