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Does the Heart Revolt at Evil?
The Case of Racial Atrocities

Eric Schwitzgebel*

One of the most ancient disputes in Confucian philosophy concerns the
relationship between morality and human nature (xing #4). Mengzi held
that human nature is good (shan #). Xunzi held that human nature is
bad (e ££). What exactly Mengzi and Xunzi meant by the mottos xing
shan and xing e, respectively, is a matter of scholarly dispute. However,
I think this is near the core: If human nature is good, then some part
of us is bound to be revolted by acts of great evil, if we reflect on those
acts carefully. This natural revulsion is a universal part of the human
condition. It requires no special cultural leaming, nor can it ordinarily
be eliminated through cultural learning. If human nature is good, as
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On This Topic

Texts and Contexts: Women in Korean
Confucianism

Guest edited by Hwa Yeong Wang”

A growing number of scholars have produced research focused on
the distinctive ideas, roles, status, and social activity of women within
the Confucian tradition. Most of this work has taken texts of various
kinds, some written by women and others by men, as their primary
objects of study. In addition to the analysis it provides, such research

Journal of Confucian Philasophy and Calture, Vol. 36 (August 2021y 155-162
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© Institute of Confucian Philosophy and Culture, 2021
Book Review:
Just Hierarchy: Why Social Hierarchies

Matter in China and the Rest of the World

Just Hierarchy. Why Social Hierarchies Matter in China and the Rest of the World
by Daniel A. Bell and Pei Wang. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2020,
288 pages. $29.95. Hardcover. ISBN: 9780691200897.

Nalei Chen*

This book’s title may make the authors sound like time-travelers from
the dark ages when hierarchy was widely accepted. Readers who
form that impression severely misunderstand them. The authors do




Political Orientations and the Dilemma
in the Yangming School

Guoxiang Peng*

Abstract

There were various dimensions to Yangm RE1%, or the Yangming school,
as defined not only by Wang Yangming R85 himsedl but also by his students
and followers in the mid-late Ming dynasty. This article will treat Yangmingue
as a whole from the perspective of political culture. It will explore two political
arientations in Wang Yangming school, namely dejunngdao 81171l (Ccarrying
out the Way through the suppart of the emperoe”) and jueminvingdoo 8017
(“carrying out the Way by enlightening the common people”), analyze the impli-
cations of these two orientations and scrutinize their relationship. Also it will
examine and evaluate the concept of the “common people a3 political subjects”™
implied in Yangmingyue and the political ideal in the Confucian tradition. The
core questions that will be discussed are: First, how should we understand
the political orientation, juemindngdeo, pioneered by the Yangming schoal, in
addition to dejuringdac? Second, how should we understand the relationship
between juemirvingdao and dejunvingdoo in the Yangming school? Third, how
shoulkd we understand the concept of the “common people as political subjects™
implied in Yangringae and what is the dilemma it had to face? Last, why the
Confucian palitical subject coulid not be established and how to establish it

Keywords: Yangming School, Political Orientations, dejuringdan, juemining-

dao, Confucian Political Ideal

* Guaxiang Peng Is Qlushi Distinguished Professor of Chinese Philosoply, Inteliectual
History, and Religions at Zhejlang University. E-mall: peng g 126 .com
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